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Cost Comparision

A noted forage consultant and educator, Jim Gerrish, recently made some interesting cost comparison observations:

In 1973 beef producers got $54/cwt for their cattle; today they get around $128/cwt. However, back then, diesel was
$0.17/gallon; now its +$3.50. Farm laborers were available for $1.50/hr.; now it takes $15/hour. Farm equipment that
could be bought for $4,000 now costs $40,000. Makes you appreciate a good steak, (or a bag of grass seed for that
matter) even if it costs “only” 2.5 times what it did 40 years ago!
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Great Reasons for Growing Clover

Reason #10 - Increased Profit “Clovers lower nitrogen fertilizer expense, which typically
accounts for 20-50% of the cost of producing forage from grasses.” “Legumes usually provide
higher nutrition levels than grasses. Better nutrition means more milk production, higher
weaning weights and increased likelihood of high reproduciton efficiency. These factors
obviously impact gross income.” - From “Ten Great Reasons for Growing Clover” http://www.aces.
edu/dept/forages/clovers/10reasonsforgrowingclover.pdf
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